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Russian youth visiting Grants Pass in March

A group of English-language secondary students from Rubtsovsk 
and their principal will visit Grants Pass in March.

Scheduled to arrive late March 12, the visit will include more than 
a week attending classes at local schools and several days of 
spring-break activities. After their visit in the Rogue Valley, the 
high-school aged students will travel to southern California for a 
few days before returning to Rubtsovsk.
 
Among the activities planned for the young delegates are 
shadowing students at Hidden Valley and Grants Pass high 
schools, as well as giving their own presentations at the two high 
schools and South Middle School.

A visit to Wildlife Images and the Oregon Coast are scheduled, 
plus a welcome luncheon hosted by the Sister City Committee, a 
presentation to the Grants Pass City Council, attending a GPHS 
performance of “Music Man,” shopping, and a “Meet-the-
Students” potluck open to the community (see related story).

The Sister City Committee is still seeking host families for one or 
both weeks of the students’ visit. Contact Nancy Hitchcock for 
details: jnhitchcock@charter.net.

GRANTS PASS SISTER CITY 
Fostering 27 years of goodwill with Rubtsovsk, Siberia

Party welcomes 
Russian youths 

What: Meet-the-Students 
Potluck 

When: 5:30-8 p.m. March 24 

Where: Fruitdale Grange, 1440 
Parkdale Dr., Grants Pass 

Who’s invited: Open to the 
public 

What to bring: Your favorite 
potluck dish; beverages 
provided 

What to expect: Presentations 
from each of the Russian 
visitors, food, music and 
fellowship 

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
join the Grants Pass Sister City 
Committee in fostering 
goodwill and friendship with 
the people of Rubtsovsk.

Seven Russian high school students and their principal wi! arrive soon in 
Grants Pass.
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Annual Russian 
Winterfest recap 

A crowd of approximately 50 people 
attended Russian Winterfest, the 
Grants Pass Sister City’s annual 
potluck and party, held Feb. 4 at the 
Fruitdale Grange.

Nancy Hitchcock, emcee and Grants 
Pass Sister City Committee chair, 
welcomed the crowd, which enjoyed 
authentic Russian foods, music, and 
a Skype session with two of the 
seven high schools students who 
arrive March 14 for a two-week visit 
to Grants Pass.

The event also included a raffle of several gift baskets, live guitar and balalaika music performed by Arturo 
Ville and Steve Berman, a Russian knowledge quiz and matrushka doll coloring for the kids. Special 
thanks to those who planned and produced the event, including Nancy Hitchcock, Barbara Paulson, Olga 
Rusina, Ron Brown, Denise McElney, Kori Ebenhack, Genna DePuy, Gisela Brune, Margaret Bradford, 
and Gwen and DeVerne Jacobsen. Thanks also to all those who brought food.

If you missed the fun — and the opportunity to renew your membership in the Grants Pass Sister City 
Committee — be sure to join us next February for Russian Winterfest. And take the time now to send in 
your membership using the form below.

Natalya (le#) and Alena, daughters of Corey and Svetlana Vitus, colored 

matryoshka do! pictures during Winterfest.     —Photo by Gisela Brune

Join Grants Pass Sister City 
Foster goodwill and understanding between the cities of Rubtsovsk, Russia, and Grants Pass, Oregon 

Provide a conduit for citizen exchange. Become a donating member. 

New _____    Renewal _____     Date _____________________________________ 
Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________ City, State, Zip ______________________________ 
Phone ______________________________________ email: __________________________________ 
Annual dues (January—December)   I can help with: 
_____ Individual  $30   _____ Visiting delegation programs 
_____ Family   $40   _____ Hosting Russian guests 
_____ Senior (over 55)  $15   _____ Visiting  Rubtsovsk 
_____ Student, full time   $5   _____ Financial contributions 
_____ Business   $50   _____ Winterfest Celebration 
_____ Sponsor            $100   _____ Linking with community groups 
       _____ Showcase displays 

Mail this form with payment to: Grants Pass Sister City, PO Box 411, Grants Pass, OR 97528 
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