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Delegates eager to leave for Rubtsovsk 
Marty Hill and 
Cherryl Walker 
leave for Russia 
in late 
September, the 
first Grants Pass 
Sister City 
delegation to 
Rubtsovsk since 
2013.

They will spend 
three days in 
Moscow then fly 
to Rubtsovsk, 
where they will be 
met by members of 
our Russian Sister 
City Committee. They will stay at the home of Ivan and Olga 
Pavlov. Olga visited Grants Pass in 2013 as part of an Open World 
delegation. 

Hill is a Grants Pass urgent care physician, and Walker is a 
Josephine County commissioner. Their trip to Rubtsovsk will be a 
first-hand opportunity to learn about many aspects of Russian life 
and culture.

“We are very excited about out trip to Russia,” Walker said, “to 
visit the friends made by previous Sister City visitors, and to see 
the beautiful country we have previously seen only in pictures.  

“In addition to meeting people and 
hearing about what is important to 
them, Marty and I enjoy history and 
seeing different styles of architecture 
that tell stories rich in culture.”

After their stay in Rubtsovsk, Hill and 
Walker plan to visit St. Petersburg.

Annual meeting set 

Sister City members (supporters 
who pay annual dues) will 
gather for a brunch and meeting 
Oct. 22.  

They also will hear the latest 
news from Rubtsovsk from 
Cherryl Walker and Marty Hill, 
the 2016 Sister City delegates. 
(See related story.) 

Members are needed at the 
meeting to elect new board 
members and vote on proposed 
revisions to the by-laws. 
Although the annual 
membership drive takes place at 
the annual Russian Winterfest, 
interested persons may become 
a member any time by sending 
in annual tax-deductible dues. 
(See form on page 2.) 

Additional board members are 
needed to serve a three-year 
term along with some 
experienced folks who are 
willing to continue serving for 
another term. If interested, 
contact Nancy Hitchcock 
jnhitchcock@charter.net. 

Learn more about our Sister City 
program at www.grantspass-
sistercity.org. 
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Have you updated 
your membership? 

Support the Grants Pass Sister 
City organization with your 
membership and be part of a 
network that unites tens of 
thousands of citizen diplomats 
and volunteers through more 
than 2,300 partnerships in 150 
countries on six continents.  

Donations are tax deductible and 
are the sustaining revenue for the 
organization. Mail this form with 
payment to: Grants Pass Sister 
City, PO Box 411, Grants Pass, OR 
97528 

Name 
______________________________ 

______________________________ 

Address, City, State, ZIP  
______________________________ 

______________________________ 

Phone________________________ 

Email_________________________ 

Annual Dues 

_____ Full-time student: $5 

_____ Individual: $30 

_____ Family: $40 

_____ Senior 55 and over: $15 

_____ Business: $50 

_____ Sponsor: $100 

Amount included $_____________ 

A message from  
the GP Sister City President 

The Grants Pass Sister City Committee is a member of Sister 
Cities International, which was created 60 years ago at 
President Dwight Eisenhower’s 1956 White House summit on 
citizen diplomacy. Its mission is “to promote peace through 
mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation — one 
individual, one community at a time.”

Today, more than ever, this mission is vital.  Recent trends in 
government relationship between the U.S. and Russian 
Federation make citizen diplomacy more important than ever. 
Despite increases in on-line communications, face-to-face 
meetings and personal relationships developed through citizen 
exchanges are irreplaceable.

I love President Eisenhower’s slightly subversive quote from 
Sept. 11, 1956: “If we are going to take advantage of the 
assumption that all people want peace, then the problem is for 
people to get together and to leap governments—if necessary to 
evade governments—to work out not one method but 
thousands of methods by which people can gradually learn a 
little bit more of each other.”

We are delighted that Cherryl Walker and Marty Hill have 
arranged a week’s visit to Rubtsovsk and eagerly await learning 
their impressions and how our Russian friends are faring. We 
hope to host a Rubtsovsk group to Grants Pass in 2017.

The Rubtsovsk committee has invited another delegation to 
visit in 2017, and we are actively looking for people who would 
like to go. Please e-mail me if you have any interest in visiting 
Rubtsovsk in 2017: jnhitchcock@charter.net.

Save the date 

The 2017 Russian Winterfest is set for Feb. 4 at the Fruitdale 
Grange. A Russian-food potluck, music, a raffle and Russian-
themed games are planned along with stories and photos from 
the 2016 Grants Pass delegation to Rubtsovsk. Winterfest is 
open to the public.
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