
Spring 2016 Grants Pass, Oregon

Adventure awaits delegation to Rubtsovsk 
At least three Grants Pass residents plan to join the next Sister 
City delegation to Rubtsovsk this fall. There’s room for others to 
join the group, which is tentatively scheduled to depart the U.S. 
in September. However, interested persons need to commit by 
the end of May in order to make travel arrangements and secure 
visas.

A trip to Rubtsovsk, which is located in southern Siberia, is an 
opportunity to get first-hand knowledge about many aspects of 
Russian life and culture. Delegates can describe their interests in 
advance, e.g., art, education, health care, public safety, politics, 
recreation, agriculture, and the Rubtsovsk Sister City Committee 
members do their utmost to arrange tours that match those 
interests.

Delegates fly first to Moscow then to Rubtsovsk, where they stay 
about eight days as guests of Russian host families. Delegates pay 
their own travel expenses including airfare and transfers; hotels, 
meals and sightseeing in Moscow; and any expenses incurred for 
visits to other cities.

For more information contact Nancy Hitchcock at 541-479-9436 
or jnhitchcock@charter.net.

Getting the word out 
about Sister City 

The Grants Pass Sister City 
board is developing 
presentations for delivery to 
local service groups. 

The presentations are likely to 
be about 15-to 20 minutes long 
and will include information 
about Sister City International, 
the local organization, past 
delegations to Rubtsovsk, as 
well as photos and commentary 
from persons who have visited 
or lived in Russia. 

Details about how to join a 
delegation to Rubtsovsk also 
will be provided. 

If you are a member of a service 
club, and would like to invite 
Sister City members to present 
to your group, please contact 
Nancy Hitchcock at 
541-479-9436 or 
jnhitchcock@charter.net. 

More information also is 
available at www.grantspass-
sistercity.org.

GRANTS PASS SISTER CITY 
Fostering 26 years of goodwill with Rubtsovsk, Siberia

Kori Bieber, left, visited Rubtsovsk in 2013 with four others from Grants Pass. 
Here she is pictured with a member of her host family, Natasha Shudyak, who 
invited the entire delegation to spend a weekend at her family’s resort in the 
Altai Mountains.
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Have you updated 
your membership? 

Support the Grants Pass Sister 
City organization with your 
membership and be part of a 
network that unites tens of 
thousands of citizen diplomats 
and volunteers through more 
than 2,300 partnerships in 150 
countries on six continents.  

Donations are tax deductible and 
are the sustaining revenue for the 
organization. Mail this form with 
payment to: Grants Pass Sister 
City, PO Box 411, Grants Pass, OR 
97528 

Name 
______________________________ 

______________________________ 

Address, City, State, ZIP  
______________________________ 

______________________________ 

Phone________________________ 

Email_________________________ 

Annual Dues 

_____ Full-time student: $5 

_____ Individual: $30 

_____ Family: $40 

_____ Senior 55 and over: $15 

_____ Business: $50 

_____ Sponsor: $100 

Amount included $_____________

Sister City shines at Symphony  
Grants Pass Sister City board member Denise McElney was among several 
committee members who staffed an exhibit at the Rogue Valley Symphony’s April 
performance at Grants Pass High School.

2015 Rubtsovsk delegates enjoyed 
local media coverage upon return 

The last Russian delegation to Grants Pass, five young entrepreneurs 
from Rubtsovsk, were the subject of three newspaper articles, videos 
on Facebook, and a display devoted to Sister City in the restaurant 
owned by one of the delegates, Maxim Sudnitsyn.

In general, the publications covered the mission and history of the 
Rubtsovsk-Grants Pass Sister City partnership, the role Open World 
played in making the delegates’ visit possible, the competition they had 
to go through, and the program delegates enjoyed in Washington, D.C. 
and Grants Pass Sept. 20-Oct. 2, 2015.

Sister City Board member Olga Rucina has translated one of the 
articles about their stay in Grants Pass. To view it and the Russian 
newspapers, visit http://www.grantspass-sistercity.org/uploads/
5/5/5/2/55524489/summary-2.pdf; http://www.grantspass-sistercity.org/
uploads/5/5/5/2/55524489/newspaper1.pdf; http://www.grantspass-
sistercity.org/uploads/5/5/5/2/55524489/newspaper2.pdf; and http://
www.grantspass-sistercity.org/uploads/5/5/5/2/55524489/newspaper3.pdf.
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