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Five from Rubtsovsk 
arrive here in September 

Five young Russian entrepreneurs — a travel agent, a Web 
developer, the head of a wood processing plant, a newspaper 
reporter, and a restaurant owner — will visit Grants Pass next 
month.

The Open World delegates, all from our Sister City of Rubtsovsk, 
are scheduled to be here Sept. 25 through Oct. 3 along with their 
facilitator. The visit is funded by World Services of La Crosse, 
Inc., a Wisconsin-based organization devoted to citizen 
diplomacy and international exchanges.

The theme of this year’s visit is entrepreneurship and business for 
emerging leaders. The delegates, all of whom are in their late 20s 
and early 30s, are Olga Baraksanova, director of Altay Tour; Olga 
Bykova, a Web developer; Aleksey Gilmanov, head of technical 
and production for a Rubtsovsk wood processing plant; Tatyana 
Kokotovskaya, a reporter at the Rubtsovsk municipal newspaper 
Mestnoye Vremya (The Local Times); and Maksim Sudnitsin, director 
of the grill/café “Grillbeer Steak. Their Open World, bi-lingual 
facilitator is Yuriy Samorodov.

The group will visit local businesses and meet with state and local 
government officials. The week’s tentative agenda includes a 
walking tour of downtown Grants Pass, a visit to the Growers’ 
Market and Grants Pass Art Museum, and meetings with the 
Grants Pass City Council, the Rogue Community College Small 
Business Development Center, the Dutch Brothers corporate 
offices, the Grants Pass/Josephine County Chamber of 
Commerce weekly Greeters’ Association, and the Hidden Valley 
High School Future Business Leaders of America.

The delegates also will make a presentation at noon Oct. 1 to the 
Rogue Gateway Rotary Club, and be treated to a celebration 
dinner that evening at the Bear Hotel. (See “Save the Date,” this 
page.)

Save the date 

A celebration dinner for the 
Open World delegation from 
Rubtsovsk is set for Thursday 
Oct. 1 at the Bear Hotel. 

Mark your calendars and plan 
to join us for an evening of fun 
and authentic American food. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.; 
dinner will be served at 6 p.m. 

All Grants Pass Sister City 
members, this year’s host 
families, and any interested 
community members are 
invited to attend. The cost is 
$17 per person, payable at the 
door. 

Please RSVP by contacting 
Nancy Hitchcock at 
jnhitchcock@charter.net. 

New website online 

Thanks to Denise McElney, the 
Grants Pass Sister City 
committee has a new website. 
The site is more user-friendly 
but enjoys the same domain 
name: grantspass-
sistercity.org. 

Be sure to visit the page for 
news, history and fun features. 
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Join us 
Become a member of the Grants Pass Sister City committee. Membership is tax deductible.  

Just complete this form and send it with your payment to:

Grants Pass Sister City • PO Box 411 • Grants Pass, OR 97528

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________ City, State, ZIP _____________________________

Phone: _________________________________________Cell: _______________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Annual Dues (January through December):

_____ Full-time student: $5 _____ Individual: $30 _____ Family: $40

_____ Senior 55 and over: $15 _____ Business: $50 _____ Sponsor: $100

Amount included: _________________

A tribute to Ron 
KDRV newsman and Sister City member Ron Brown retired recently, 
and his station honored him by naming the newsroom after him. 

A bit of history 

The Grants Pass Sister City 
Committee formed in 1990 after 
whitewater rafters from the two 
cities met at an international 
competition during the late years 
of the Cold War. 

The mayors of Grants Pass and 
Rubtsovsk signed the agreement 
in 1990 ”to develop friendship 
between people of the Soviet 
Union and the United States and 
to stimulate economic and cultural 
cooperation…” 

Since then Rubtsovsk and Grants 
Pass Sister City committees have 
facilitated visits of over 200 
citizens between the two cities. 


