
MISSION STATEMENT: To foster goodwill and understanding between the cities of Rubtsovsk, Russia and Grants Pass, Oregon,  
and to provide a conduit for citizen exchange. http://www.grantspass-sistercity.com 

Grants Pass/Rubtsovsk  
Sister Cities Committee 

 

WINTERFEST 2011 
 

Grants Pass-Rubtsovsk Sister City Annual Winterfest Celebration  
 

You are invited to celebrate the beginning of the 21st year of our Grants Pass Sister City  
at our annual Winterfest Celebration on Thursday, February 10th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm at  

Countryside Village, 1700 Kellenbeck Ave.  This is where we held our fabulous 20th  
Anniversary Celebration this past October. There will be current photos from Rubtsovsk  

and our 20th Celebration exchange, awards, entertainment, and of course food!   
It’s is a great time to pay annual membership dues, too!   

The Grants Pass Sister City Committee culminated a year of 20th 
anniversary events by hosting a delegation from our Russian sister 
city in Siberia, Rubtsovsk.  

The five-member delegation arrived November 15 and left on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 25.  They lived with families, visited 
many businesses and organizations in the Rogue Valley, and celebrated 
the 20th Anniversary at a sister city gala held at Countryside Village 
Retirement. 

Mark Kellenbeck, a member of the first official delegation to 
Rubtsovsk, in 1990, headed the organizing committee.  Marina Kaiser 
Rhodes, who interpreted for the first exchange visit and many subsequent 
ones, served as interpreter for this group. 

The delegation itinerary in Grants Pass included visits to various 
county and city offices, including the police and fire departments, 
and a meeting with the Grants Pass City Council.  On the first day 
of their visit, they walked through downtown Grants Pass, visiting 
several businesses and learning the history of our town from Mollie 
Means.  Principal Ernie Baldwin provided a tour of Grants Pass 
High School, and Marin Seybold led a tour of Rinehart Volunteer 
Park.  The delegation visited several businesses in the area, including 
Fire Mountain Gems, Duro-Last Roofing, SOTAR Rafts, Apland’s 
Auto Body, the Bear Hotel and the Taprock Northwest Grill.  Delegates 
also visited medical facilities:  in addition to tours at Three Rivers 
Community Hospital and the Rogue Valley Medical Center, they 
visited a private physician’s office, the Grants Pass Clinic, and Valley 
Immediate Care.   

As is usual for visiting sister city delegations, one day was set aside 
for a trip to the Oregon Coast and the Redwoods—very unusual 
sights for people who live in the Eurasian interior.  Several delegates 
and their host families attended the Sunday services of the  
Russian Orthodox Church in Wimer.    -continued next column 

The delegation consisted of three people who had formerly visited 
Grants Pass., and two who visited for the first time.  Sergei Izotov, 
a recently retired engineer, was the first president of the Rubtsovsk 
Sister City Committee when it was formed in 1990.  He was a 
member of the original rafting group who helped form the sister 
city organizations.  Tanya Bokova, who had visited Grants Pass in 
1995, also represented her husband Genady, also a member of the 
original rafting delegation.  Tanya is a recently retired journalist for 
the city of Rubtsovsk, and Genady, a former newspaper editor, now 
works for the city administration.  The third returnee was Vadim 
Mirko, a surgeon at the Rubtsovsk Cancer Hospital, who visited 
Grants Pass for the first time in 2007 as a member of an Open 
World delegation.  Open World brings young Russian leaders to the 
United States to meet with their colleagues. 

Father Mikhail Kizyun, priest of the Rubtsovsk Orthodox Russian 
Church for the past twenty years, visited the United States and 
Grants Pass for the first time.  He was hosted by members of the 
local Orthodox Church in Wimer, and co-officiated at the Sunday 
service with Father Cardoza there.  The delegation leader was Vasily 
Kurganski, Director of the Rubtsovsk Cancer Hospital.  He was 
formerly a deputy mayor of Rubtsovsk, and was instrumental there 
in arranging for the receipt of the donated medical equipment from 
the two older hospitals in Grants Pass when Three Rivers Community 
Hospital was completed in 2001. 

Earlier in 2010, Kitty Waud, Grants Pass Sister City President, her 
granddaughter Sarah Cavinee,  Barbara Muir, and Nancy Hitchcock 
visited Rubtsovsk and attended a 20th Anniversary Celebration 
there with many former delegates and friends of sister city.  The 
two 20th anniversary celebrations bode well for continued friendships 
between the citizens of Grants Pass and Rubtsovsk.   

-by Nancy Hitchcock 

2010:  GRANTS PASS AND RUBTSOVSK CELEBRATE 20 YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP  by Nancy Hitchcock 
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L to R: Cindy Patterson sings in Russian at Anniversary Celebration, Father Mikhail Kizyun, Sister City Christmas Tree at Bear Hotel, Russians 
with the Greeters. Below: in the Redwoods, and on the Beach! See our website for MANY more photos and details.  

This will be my last note as the President of Sister City.  I am so grateful for the time I have spent 
with this organization. I’ve met some really great people both here and in Russia. I plan to stay 
connected but now am pleased to announce new leadership. Molly Means and Brian Robinson will 
co-chair the presidency of Sister City. It will always amaze me that I have traveled twice to 
Rubtsovsk and have had such wonderful times. I have learned how gracious and kind the Russian 
people are. Both times I went to Russia I had wonderful people to travel with. This year was spe-
cial to me because I was able to share  my experience in Russia with my granddaughter Sarah. 
These years will always be remembered with the great pictures I have and the precious memories. 
Also this year marked the 20th Anniversary of Sister City and we had a wonderful Celebration this 
past November. Check out the web site for pictures! 

I just want to say a big thank you to all those that worked with me these past few years. Without 
your help this organization would not exist. Thanks to Judy who works so hard to maintain the 
web site, newsletter and makes our invitations, then gets them all mailed. To Barbara P. who 
keeps track of our finances and who always helps decorate and organize the food at Winterfest 
and other events, thanks. Glen & Betty, thanks for keeping minutes for our group. Andrea thanks 
for doing such a great job on our Russian Christmas tree. The Brays who were faithful to share 
their ideas, thanks. A special appreciation for the part Nancy Hitchcock plays in the Open World 
program. To those who began Sister City: Mark Kellenbeck, Cindy Patterson, Ruth Pepple, Gwen 
& DeVerne Jacobson and Ron Brown, thanks for sharing your knowledge with me. Also thanks to 
Vera Quimby who spent much time and energy involved with Sister City. I’ve learned a lot from 
all these wonderful people and am thankful for their help. Also original members of Sister City, 
Marina & Carl Rhodes have been both supportive and willing to share their experience with me. 
Marina is always there to help translate and help show the Russian delegations a good time. Carl 
has done a great job organizing the Sister City Art contests for the last few years.  There are many 
more that deserve thanks, including all the many host families who shared their time & homes 
with our Russian friends. Others who donate time, food and their talents also deserve thanks. I 
know that I have missed someone and for that I am sorry, but you know who you are and please 
know that you are appreciated. Thanks to all of these  people, I am richer for all the friends I have 
made and the good times I’ve had, truly God has blessed me. I am looking forward to Winterfest 
and sharing some more with all those who are friends of Sister City. Hope to see you there! Kitty 

Outgoing President Kitty Waud, 
pictured with Rubtsovsk Plaque. 
This plaque was brought from 
Rubtsovsk by the 2010 Delegation. 

http://www.grantspass-sistercity.com 



In our mailbox: a note from Hilda Goddard and Family: 

     “Congratulations on your celebration of so many 
years of Sister City accomplishments. 
     I will be forever grateful for allowing me and my 
sister-in-law to travel to Russia in 1996 to see my family.    
     Without your planning the whole trip throughout 
Russia, I would not have been able to see my cousins and 
be able to travel and really see the country where my 
parents came from. 
     Again, thanks again for all you did to make a dream 
of mine come true.”     - Fondly, Hilda 

CHRISTMAS TREE: For the December 2010 Grants Pass 
Winterfest Celebration at the Bear Hotel, our Sister City 
Organization decorated a special Russian-themed tree. 
Andrea Dougan was chairman of this committee. She had 
help from Betty and Glen Erps and five friends: Diane 
Sullivan, Jan Franz, Heather Sachs and 2 children, Lily 
and Michaela Caldero. Thanks to all who helped Andrea, 
and special thanks to Andrea for taking on this project. 
This is the second year that our organization has 
participated in the Christmas Tree event.  

ABOUT OUR SCRAPBOOKS:  At present, Past President 
Kitty Waud has the only official scrapbook of Sister City. 
She added many photos and articles to Gwen Jacobsen’s 
generous efforts in the past. Nancy Hitchcock has the box 
of pictures & articles Kitty had been  using to update the 
scrapbook. Kitty has about 3 or 4 of her own personal 
scrapbooks with Sister city delegations in them. Many 
members of our organizations have their own scrapbooks 
with photos of delegations.  

NEW BOARD MEMBERS: They are  listed on the address 
front of this newsletter. New board member Barbara Muir 
visited Rubtsovsk last Spring and was hooked! We’re glad 
she joined our board. Thanks go to all board members! 
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    Please join our Sister City organization! Cut and mail 

to Grants Pass Sister City, PO Box 411,  
Grants Pass, OR 97528 

email:  info@grantspass-sistercity.com 
 
Name: _______________________________________ 

 
Address: _____________________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip _________________________________ 
 

Phone: ______________ Email: ___________________ 

 Annual Dues (Jan-Dec)   

 Individual  $30 

 Family  $40 

 Senior (over 55)  $15 

 Student (full-time)  $ 5 

 Business  $50 

 Sponsor  $100 

I can help with:  
 
___Telephone Calls 
 
___ Grants Pass 
       Exchanges 
 
___ Financial Contributions 
 
___ Winterfest 
 
___ Linking into service 
       groups 
 
___ Artifacts for Display 
 
___ Hosting Russian 
       guests 
 
___ Other 

SISTER CITY PERMANENT DISPLAY IN CITY HALL    
 
Barbara Paulson will be collecting fabric/clothing items at our 
Winterfest to place in the coming display in our Sister City show-
case. The next display will be a collection of Russian fabrics which 
include items of clothing and fabric crafts from Russia, highlighting 
those from our sister city, Rubtsovsk. 
 
Sister City’s permanent showcase is located in the City Council 
Chambers.  These displays are kept current using items donated for 
display by Sister City members. Nancy Hitchcock and Barbara 
Paulson arrange the Sister City items in the showcase.  The exhibit 

is changed as Russian items of interest come to our attention. The 2010 winter showcase included troikas, Father Frost, the 
Snow Maiden and birch trees set in a snowy, winter scene. In Spring of 2010  there was a display of  Russian Pysanky Eggs 
and icons depicting Russian Saints. The summer 2010 display included ceramic and porcelain items with posters describing 
the style and manufacturers of the different pieces. The current display celebrates the 20th Anniversary of our Sister City Organization.  

Thank you, Marina 
Rhodes, for your 

excellent work 
translating during 

our exchanges. 
(Shown here at 

City Hall.) 

mailto:judygosnell@charter.net?subject=application�


Grants Pass Sister City Committee 
P.O. Box 411 
Grants Pass, OR 97528 
 
Return service requested 

About the Grants Pass-Rubtsovsk Sister City Connection 
 

OUR MISSION: To foster goodwill and understanding between the cities of Rubtsovsk, Russia, and Grants Pass, Oregon, and  
to provide a conduit for citizen exchange. THANK YOU ALL FOR HELPING US celebrate the TWENTY YEAR  
REUNION of the original Sister City Committee.   
 
The Grants Pass Sister City Committee is a non-profit membership organization affiliated with Sister Cities International. This 
Committee was formed in 1990, after white-water rafters from the two cities met at an international competition during the late 
years of the Cold War. Candace Bartow and Lev Korshunov, then respectively the mayors of Grants Pass and Rubtsovsk, signed 
the agreement in 1990, "to develop friendship between people of the Soviet Union and the United States and to stimulate economic 
and cultural cooperation." 
 
Since then, the Sister City committees in Rubtsovsk and in Grants Pass have facilitated visits of over 220 citizens between our  
cities. Pen and email pals correspond, books have been donated to each other's libraries, special sewing machines for the blind 
were obtained, medical supplies were donated and delivered, and videotapes and gifts have also been exchanged.  
 
Our Sister City is Rubtsovsk, Russia, located in south central Siberia, three times zones east of Moscow, near the point where the 
borders of Mongolia, China, Kazakhstan and Russia meet. It has a population of about 170,000 people. Founded in the 1880s, it 
was built on the Siberian steppe (plains), where rich black soil produces wheat, sunflowers (for cooking oil), and grazing for  
dairy cattle. Not far from the rugged Altai Mountains to the south where rich mineral ores are found, it became a manufacturing 
center in the mid-20th century.  

Please join our Grants Pass Sister City organization! 

WWW.GRANTSPASS-SISTERCITY.COM 

2010 SISTER CITY BOARD MEMBERS 
 Ron Brown, Barbara Muir, Larisa Eagle, Brian Robinson, Molly Means,  
Andrea Dougan, Betty and Glen Erps, Barbara Paulson, Carl Rhodes 
 

Advisory Board:  
Kitty Waud, Pam Abrogast, Ron Brown, Lee Calvert, Nancy  
Hitchcock, Gwen & DeVerne Jacobsen, Clay Johnson, Mark Kellenbeck, 
Rachel Parker, Cindy Patterson, Vera Quimby, Marina Rhodes, Carolyn 
Rice, Steve Rogers, Joanne Stumpf, Lynn Turnbull, Paul Tuttle, Ruth 
Pepple, Bill & Carol Bray, Judy Gosnell -newsletter/web  
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