
MISSION STATEMENT: To foster goodwill and understanding between the cities of Rubtsovsk, Russia and Grants Pass, Oregon,  
and to provide a conduit for citizen exchange. http://www.grantspass-sistercity.com 

Grants Pass/Rubtsovsk Sister Cities  
 

20th ANNIVERSARY, FALL-SUMMER 2010 

From President Kitty Waud:  
     This year is the 20th Anniversary of Sister City. I was 
privileged to be able to return to our Russian Sister City, 
Rubtsovsk. It was an amazing trip. My granddaughter Sarah, 
age 10, went with me, along with Nancy Hitchcock and Barbara 
Muir. The people of Rubtsovsk are truly wonderful; they 
provided board and room in their homes and entertained us 
with music, dancing, and singing. I had asked to hear more 
of the traditional music and they granted that request and 
much more. Nearly every day we were entertained by students 
or a Senior citizen group, talent show, or by our Russian 
hosts themselves. All Russian families sing when they have 
friends with them to share food. It is a tradition that I think 
would be wonderful if we started here in the US. I love the 
Russian music; it is so beautiful to hear a group of Russians 
sing together! They even had a special night to honor our 
20th Anniversary. They had many groups sing and some 
Russians who had been to Grants Pass spoke. They had a 
great Power Point presentation with many pictures of past 
delegations. I was so amazed at the number of Russians I 
knew in the audience: those that had been here in recent 
delegations and some I met on my last trip. 
     We were able to visit several different schools, some 
elementary and some higher education or specialty schools. 
They were eager to hear English and converse with us about 
our thoughts on social issues that are common to both countries. 
They also wanted to know what we thought of their city. 
Sarah visited several schools and was treated like royalty. 
They took her to classes, had her sign autographs, took pictures 
with her and asked her many questions. She really enjoyed 
being treated like a celebrity! The food in Russia is wonderful 
and Sarah tried it all! She still doesn't like beets or caviar 
however!  She thinks borscht is great, though, and loves 

Blini. They never gave us a chance to get hungry. One day 
we had six meals because everywhere we went they wanted 
to feed us! The people are so generous and kind. Sarah says 
she will never enjoy a Hersey bar again after eating Russian 
chocolate! She also loves Russian bread . 
      On our way back home we spent a few days in Moscow. 
Nancy’s friends in Moscow were our hosts and showed us 
around the city. They had been part of previous delegations 
to Grants Pass. They really were kind to spend their time 
with us and we enjoyed their company. Moscow itself was 
preparing for a National Celebration. It has been 65 years 
since the war with the Germans, so they were celebrating 
Victory Day. Moscow is a city with many interesting things 
to see. We visited the Armory Museum, the Metro, many 
Russian churches, and the Kremlin. There is so much to see 
and we had a limited amount of time .  
      It is such a wonderful experience to meet people of  
another culture. There are opportunities for many more delegations 
in the future. Anyone who has been to Russia knows how 
wonderful the people are.  
     If anyone reading this has not been involved with a Sister 
City Delegation you are missing a fantastic adventure. Want 
to be an ambassador to another country? Join us and become 
one. I will always be thankful for the wonderful friends I 
have met as a member of Sister City . 

NEWS: The Rubtsovsk Delegation will be here Nov 10-19 
tentatively. We’re planning on the Bear Hotel for the welcoming 
Celebration, Friday eve November 12th. I am looking forward 
to their coming and all are invited to help with the planning. 
WE WELCOME DONATIONS TO HELP US WITH THIS 
WONDERFUL EVENT!! 
                                            Kitty Waud, Pres. 
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From Nancy Hitchcock: Celebrating our 20 year partnership 
in Rubtsovsk this Spring    
     “Sister City Festival” on the itinerary for our delegation 
visit to Rubtsovsk in April didn’t convey the absolutely wonderful 
celebration we attended at School #3 on a Friday evening.  
The school auditorium was packed with townspeople and 
students. 
     A power point presentation on the big screen with music 
and spirited narratives by two readers detailed the highlights 
of past Grants Pass delegations. 
     Black and white photos of people such as Ron Brown, 
Vera Quimby, Mark Kellenbeck, Candace Bartow, Cindy 
Patterson, and many other Grants Pass delegates from the early 90’s were followed by color scenes of special youth delegations, 
teacher, business, and medical and other groups.  Special citizen Vera Quimby was particularly honored in the slide show 
created by Lyudmila Starchenko and her friends.  The historical materials are housed in the Rubtsovsk Education 
Museum organized by former School Committee Head Valentina Tibyenkina, who also organized the evening’s program 
and entertainment. 
     Founding members Sergei Izotov and Sergei (Boroda) Ushakov gave short talks, and Tamara Sakhabutdinova 
praised the Open World program, which has brought three delegations to Grants Pass (2006, 2007, and 2009). 
     At a long, long table in the school cafeteria afterwards, nearly every exchange delegation to Grants Pass was represented.  We  
were each surrounded by loving interpreters, and often gave into the tears that brimmed up midst the joyful laughter 
elicited by the many toasts of the evening.  On our website are photos of  Rubtsovskians  at this celebration.  

From Kitty’s Granddaughter Sarah: 
     During my 15 days in Russia I happened  to go to two different schools; I was amazed at how popular English was. 
The first school I went to, when the children had recess, they did not go out on the playground but took their break in 
the hallway. They had multiple teachers and subjects. 
    The second school I went to was a little more familiar with the English language. It was interesting to see how 
they interacted with me. They crowded around me and asked lots of questions. Some of the questions were: what are 
your favorite singers and songs, what are your subjects in school, and do you like Rubtsovsk? Almost the whole school 
was asking for my e-mail. 
  One time I was interviewed by 11th graders. It was so nerve-wracking but Grandma Kitty came in and started goofing off 
with them and then it was better. (Sarah was a little intimidated by the older students.)  
   I made many friends and still contact them. Although I felt self-conscious some of the time because they knew what 
I was saying but I had no idea what they were saying in Russian. I had so much fun, this will influence the rest of my 
life. I am so thankful!  - Sarah Cavinee  (Sarah’s picture is featured on our website.) 

From Barbara Muir:  
     What a fabulous trip we had! This was an experience of a lifetime; one  
I will never forget. This trip was all about the people and the interaction  
we had with them.  
     First, traveling with Nancy, Kitty and Sarah was a great pleasure. In 
Rubtsovsk, the open hearts and hospitality and generous nature of the people 
were beyond any expectations I had envisioned. Sister City in Rubtsovsk 
had a wonderful itinerary for us. Luda, Sister City President, guided us 
each day and took such loving care of us. I enjoyed, very much, staying with 
my hostess, Lyudmila Petric, and getting to know her. She also took good 
care of me as well.  
     We had the opportunity to meet and talk with students, teachers,  

administrators, City Administrators, Hospital Administrators and staff. We were enlightened with tours of the Social  
Services Facility, Boys and Girls Club, Rassvet, (workplace of the Handicapped), the Art Gallery, Museum, church 
and Library. I was so impressed with the dedication and quality of the facilities and the staff and the students. We 
were entertained at many of these places and in many homes, with music and dancing and abundant and delicious 
food and good conversation. We enjoyed our days in the country and at the lakes with new friends. Each and every 
day was full of wonderful surprises.  
     Nadya was a wonderful tour guide in the beautiful city of Moscow. We had a great visit with Nadya and the city. 
I appreciate the opportunity of being a part of the Sister City, Grant's, Pass-Rubtsovsk delegation. The new friends 
and new experiences were truly the greatest trip ever. (Pictured: Kitty, Nancy, Barbara with Rubtsovsk students) 



Hello to all of our friends of Sister City. At our last Board 
Meeting, we discussed the need for some changes in how 
we do our business. We would like to ask you to 
participate in a committee which would communicate via 
e-mail and report to the Board on a quarterly basis or as 
needed. We will have planned quarterly Board meetings. 
It has become harder for people to commit to monthly 
meetings, but we do have so much to do if we are to keep 
this Sister City relationship alive. We believe that with 
many people helping, this can work and not all the work 
will fall to the few. In Nov. there will be a Delegation 
coming in honor of the 20th Anniversary of our Sister 
Cities. There are several committees now being formed.  
1. The 20th Ann. Celebration committee 2. Christmas 
Tree committee (in the GP Winterfest) 3. Open World 
committee to work on delegations when they come 4. 
Publicity committee, to be responsible to get articles in 
the newspaper and or the website. 5.Membership 
committee 6. Our Sister City Winterfest committee  
7. Outgoing Delegation committee  8. Showcase 
committee (responsible to keep the showcase up with 
items of interest). We really need you!   
      I have sent out a few e-mails with this idea and have 
some responses from those who have volunteered to be 
on one or more committees. I would appreciate any help 
that you can offer. Please send me an e-mail if you are 
interested: kwaud123@live.com .  
Thanks, Kitty Waud President  

DONATIONS FOR NOVEMBER’S SISTER CITY 
BEAR HOTEL EVENT NEEDED AND WELCOMED! 
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    Please join our Sister City organization! Cut and mail 

to Grants Pass Sister City, PO Box 411,  
Grants Pass, OR 97528 

email:  info@grantspass-sistercity.com 
 
Name: _______________________________________ 

 
Address: _____________________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip _________________________________ 
 

Phone: ______________ Email: ___________________ 

 
 
PS: Have you checked your membership status? 

 Annual Dues (Jan-Dec)   

 Individual  $30 

 Family  $40 

 Senior (over 55)  $15 

 Student (full-time)  $ 5 

 Business  $50 

 Sponsor  $100 

I can help with:  
 
___Telephone Calls 
 
___ Grants Pass 
       Exchanges 
 
___ Financial Contributions 
 
___ Winterfest 
 
___ Linking into service 
       groups 
 
___ Artifacts for Display 
 
___ Hosting Russian 
       guests 
 
___ Other 

There will be a special Russian-themed tree included again in the GRANTS PASS WINTERFEST FESTIVAL 
OF THE TREES at the Bear Hotel this year. The tree will be decorated after Thanksgiving. Carolyn Rice 
chaired this committee last year. If you have Russian items of good quality to donate, or would like to help 
decorate, please let us know!  Donations ($$ and/or quality Russian items) will be accepted anytime.    

SISTER CITY PERMANENT DISPLAY IN CITY HALL   -Barbara Paulson 

Sister City now has a permanent showcase located in the City Council Chambers.  
The displays are kept current using items donated for display by Sister City members. 
Mayor Murphy was instrumental in obtaining the showcase as well as helping to set 
it in place. Nancy Hitchcock and Barbara Paulson arrange the Sister City items in the 
showcase.  The exhibit is changed as Russian items of interest come to our attention.  
The showcase was installed just over a year ago with a tribute to Grants Pass Sister 
City relationship with Rubtsovsk. The winter showcase included troikas, Father Frost 
and the Snow Maiden and birch trees set in a snowy, winter scene. For Spring there 
was a display of  Russian Pysanky Eggs and icons depicting Russian Saints. The current 
display includes ceramic and porcelain items.  Informational sheets describe the style 
and manufacturers of the different pieces. A new display will celebrate the 20th Anniversary 
of our Sister City Organization.  (Shown in photo: Barbara Paulsen with display informational 
sheets and items. See more photos on our website.)  

mailto:kwaud123@live.com�
mailto:info@grantspass-sistercity.com?subject=application�


Grants Pass Sister City Committee 
P.O. Box 411 
Grants Pass, OR 97528 
 
Return service requested 

About the Grants Pass-Rubtsovsk Sister City Connection 
 

OUR MISSION: To foster goodwill and understanding between the cities of Rubtsovsk, Russia, and Grants Pass, Oregon, and  
to provide a conduit for citizen exchange. Throughout 2009-2010, we hope you will help us celebrate the TWENTY YEAR 
REUNION of the original Sister City Committee. Look inside for upcoming events. 
 
The Grants Pass Sister City Committee is a non-profit membership organization affiliated with Sister Cities International. This 
Committee was formed in 1990, after white-water rafters from the two cities met at an international competition during the late 
years of the Cold War. Candace Bartow and Lev Korshunov, then respectively the mayors of Grants Pass and Rubtsovsk, signed 
the agreement in 1990, "to develop friendship between people of the Soviet Union and the United States and to stimulate economic 
and cultural cooperation." 
 
Since then, the Sister City committees in Rubtsovsk and in Grants Pass have facilitated visits of over 220 citizens between our  
cities. Pen and email pals correspond, books have been donated to each other's libraries, special sewing machines for the blind 
were obtained, medical supplies were donated and delivered, and videotapes and gifts have also been exchanged.  
 
Our Sister City is Rubtsovsk, Russia, located in south central Siberia, three times zones east of Moscow, near the point where the 
borders of Mongolia, China, Kazakhstan and Russia meet. It has a population of about 170,000 people. Founded in the 1880s, it 
was built on the Siberian steppe (plains), where rich black soil produces wheat, sunflowers (for cooking oil), and grazing for  
dairy cattle. Not far from the rugged Altai Mountains to the south where rich mineral ores are found, it became a manufacturing 
center in the mid-20th century.  

Please join our Grants Pass Sister City organization! 

WWW.GRANTSPASS-SISTERCITY.COM 

    2010 SISTER CITY BOARD MEMBERS 
 Andrea Dugan, Betty & Glen Erps, Bill & Carol Bray, Barbara Paulson,  

Carl Rhodes, Brian Robinson, Kitty Waud- President 
 

Advisory Board:  
Pam Abrogast, Ron Brown, Lee Calvert, Nancy Hitchcock, DeVerne 
Jacobsen, Clay Johnson, Mark Kellenbeck, Rachel Parker, Cindy Patterson, 
Vera Quimby, Marina Rhodes, Carolyn Rice, Steve Rogers, Joanne Stumpf, 
Lynn Turnbull, Paul Tuttle, Gwen Jacobsen, Ruth Pepple, and Judy Gosnell 
-newsletter/web  

If you would like to join SISTER CITY, please visit 
our website or mail the application. Board meetings 
are held on the second Thursday of the month at 
OHMS, in Grants Pass, at 5:30 PM. For more infor-
mation, please call Kitty Waud: 592-4278  
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