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      2009 WINTERFEST 
Thanks to all who helped with our annual Winterfest at the 

Grants Pass Museum of Art in February .  
Without all of you the event would not have come together .  
We so appreciate Nancy for  explaining Open World and our 

involvement , and for her help coordinating this effort .  
 

       Thanks to Barbara for all her help making the space look 
good and for arranging the food and for coordinating our funds.        
Thanks to Brian for  help with the organization of the program.       

Gwen & Rachael thanks so much for sharing the Quilt & its story.  

       Rachael your music was great ! I really appreciate your tal-
ent  Your picture in the paper was wonderful.  We did get the 

coverage this year !  

        Glen , you were such a help , you are so appreciated ! I am 
so thankful you got the picture show going and am grateful for all 

you help setting up & taking down .  

       Carl, thanks for  taking the money and greeting everyone ! I 
am sorry to hear only a few schools will participate but so glad 

you followed up ! Thanks for all you time spent there . 

       Judy , so good of you to suggest the sale of Russian items . 
I know it was an effort for you and I really appreciate all you did . 
I think you said we made $75  on the items , so it was well worth 
it ! Also be thanks for getting all the newsletters out and special 

invitations .  

       I was pleased with our event and think with the weather & 
day of week we had a good turn out . All seemed to enjoy visiting 

more and stayed a bit after the program .  

        We may have a somewhat  smaller group but with us all 
working together  we CAN make things happen . I look forward 
to 2009 with our group . Please be thinking about our future . I 
think we may need to look at our structure and define some du-
ties of the Board . We could use a few more Board members 
also with Board members Thanks again everyone for all your 
efforts . 

   Sincerely , Kitty 
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The Friendship Quilt: Please come and add your signature! 

 

Rachel Goff and Gwen Jacobsen have been working on a quilt to be given to our Russian Sister City, 

with personal messages written on the back. Rachel’s friends, Melissa Johnson, Carmen Lawson and 

Suzanne Hatt were also contributors to the construction of this beautiful quilt. You can sign this quilt 

during Winterfest, and the quilt will be sent with the Open World group when they return to 

Rubtsovsk in May. It is the size of a large wall hanging to make it suitable for hanging in the 

Rubtsovsk museum (in the Grants Pass room). Colors and traditional American patterns were used in 

the quilt. You can see pictures of it being constructed, on our website. Please read Gwen’s beautiful 

description below. –editor 
 

 

 
In Gwen Jacobsen’s own words: 

     This quilt is a gift from the Sister City committee and other friends in the Grants 

Pass area to our friends in Rubtsovsk. It is hoped that many in our sister city can en-

joy it as much as we enjoyed making it. 

     The quilt in American history is a symbol of friendship and warmth. The colors 

and pattern in this one are also symbolic. The colors of red, white, and blue were cho-

sen because they are the colors in both the Russian flag and the American flag. The 

design pattern is called Log Cabin. It dates back to pioneer days. Many families who 

came to Oregon in their covered wagons in the 1800's brought one or more of these 

quilts with them. Quilts were also sewn together in those early homes, often by hand, 

with neighbors and relatives of all ages helping with the stitches. 

     The block is symbolic of life itself. The center square of each block is traditionally 

red, and represents the heart or hearth of the home. The strips around the center 

square are said to represent the logs of the cabin. The light side of the block represents 

the sun in front of the cabin. We can compare the "light side" of the block to new ba-

bies, weddings, family and friends gathering for good times. The dark side of the 

block represents the shadow behind the cabin, such as death, divorce, or disaster. The 

"dark" moments in life help us realize how wonderful the "light" moments really 

are.  Not only in cabins in pioneer days, but around the world, even now, our lives 

consist of both the dark and the light. This makes the log cabin pattern one which is 

universal, appropriate for people anywhere and anytime. There is a sleeve on the 

back of the quilt in order that it may be hung on a dowel for people to see the front 

and also read the messages on the back that friends in Grants Pass have written for 

their friends in Rubtsovsk. 



Open World 2009 

   We have just received information about the 

Open World program for this year.  

   Open World provides grants for emerging 

Russian leaders to travel to the U.S. to study topics 

such as Accountable Governance, Civic Rule of 

Law, Health Care, Education, Economic 

Development, etc. 

   We have been fortunate to be able to host two 

Open World delegations from Rubtsovsk.  In 2006, 

we hosted four leaders in community social 

services, and in 2007, we hosted four medical care 

providers. 

   The Russians live with local host families and 

have a full schedule of meetings with their 

professional counterparts in Grants Pass and the 

surrounding towns.  Open World provides 

transportation expenses, orientation and visa 

support, and a bi-lingual facilitator.  We provide 

the host families, a schedule of meetings, and all 

the fun activities we can squeeze into a one-week 

stay. 

   Tentative plans are for a group of elementary and 

secondary educators to visit GP in May. If you are 

interested in hosting or participating, please let us 

know. There will be more information available at 

Winterfest. –Nancy Hitchcock 
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If you would like to join SISTER CITY, please visit our website or mail the application above. 

Board  meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month at the Hillcrest Fire Station, 

corner of Washington and Hillcrest in Grants Pass, at 5:30 PM. For more information,  

please call Kitty Waud: 592-4278  
 

On our website you will find articles and pictures of past events and delegations, great  

recipes, information about Rubtsovsk, organization timelines, anecdotes re: personal  

exchanges, and so much more. Take a look! http://www.grantspass-sistercity.com  

(generously hosted by VSISP Technologies in Grants Pass; we thank you!) 

    Please join our Sister City organization! Cut and 
mail to Grants Pass Sister City, PO Box 411,  

Grants Pass, OR 97528 
email:  info@grantspass-sistercity.com 

 
Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip _________________________________ 
 

Phone: ______________ Email: ___________________ 

 

Attn: Membership Chairman Rachel Goff 

 Annual Dues (Jan-Dec)   

 Individual  $30 

 Family  $40 

 Senior (over 55)  $15 

 Student (full-time)  $ 5 

 Business  $50 

 Sponsor  $100 

__ Telephone Calls 

 
___ Grants Pass 
Exchanges 
 
___ Financial Contributions 
 
___ Winterfest 
 
___ Linking into service 
groups 
 
___ Artifacts for Display 
 
___ Hosting Russian 
guests 
 
Other  
 

REMINDER: YOUR CHANCE TO BUY RUSSIAN ART AND  

SOUVENIRS AND HELP SISTER CITY 

We are planning a sale of Russian art and souvenirs during Winterfest. Many of these items were  

collected by members on various trips to Russia, and will be donated to help fund Sister City’s projects. 

If you are interested, please come to our event, and keep checking our website for the latest information 

and photos of some of the available items, which include plates, paintings, scarves, dolls, photos, etc.  

If you have something Russian to donate, call Judy at 479-9613.  

mailto:info@grantspass-sistercity.com?subject=application


Sister City Winterfest  

Thursday, February 12, 2009  

at 6:00. See Inside for Details 

You’re Invited! 

Grants Pass Sister City Committee 
P.O. Box 411 
Grants Pass, OR 97528 
 
Return service requested 

About the Grants Pass-Rubtsovsk Sister City Connection 

OUR MISSION: To foster goodwill and understanding between the cities of Rubtsovsk, Russia, and Grants 

Pass, Oregon, and to provide a conduit for citizen exchange. 

 

The Grants Pass Sister City Committee is a non-profit membership organization affiliated with Sister Cities In-

ternational. This Committee was formed in 1990, after white-water rafters from the two cities met at an interna-

tional competition during the late years of the Cold War. Candace Bartow and Lev Korshunov, then respectively 

the mayors of Grants Pass and Rubtsovsk, signed the agreement in 1990, "to develop friendship between people 

of the Soviet Union and the United States and to stimulate economic and cultural cooperation." 

 

Since then, the Sister City committees in Rubtsovsk and in Grants Pass have facilitated visits of over 220 citizens  

between our cities. Pen and email pals correspond, books have been donated to each other's libraries, special sew-

ing machines for the blind were obtained, medical supplies were donated and delivered, and videotapes and gifts 

have also been exchanged.  

 

Our Sister City is Rubtsovsk, Russia, located in south central Siberia, three times zones east of Moscow, near the  

point where the borders of Mongolia, China, Kazakhstan and Russia meet. It has a population of about 170,000  

people. Founded in the 1880s, it was built on the Siberian steppe (plains), where rich black soil produces wheat,  

sunflowers (for cooking oil), and grazing for dairy cattle. Not far from the rugged Altai Mountains to the south 

where rich mineral ores are found, it became a manufacturing center in the mid-20th century.  

Please join our Grants Pass Sister City organization! 

WWW.GRANTSP ASS -SISTERCITY.COM  

    2009 SISTER CITY BOARD MEMBERS 

Betty & Glen Erps, Bill Bray, Carol Bray, Rachel Goff, Lana Lowe, 
Lianna Lowe, Barbara Paulson, Brian Pike, Carl Rhodes, Mary 
Slayter, Tom Turek, Brian Robinson, Kitty Waud- President, Judy 
Gosnell- newsletter/web ed. 
Advisory Board: Pam Abrogast, Ron Brown, Lee Calvert, Nancy 
Hitchcock, DeVerne Jacobsen, Clay Johnson, Mark Kellenbeck, 
Rachel Parker, Cindy Patterson, Vera Quimby, Marina Rhodes, 
Carolyn Rice, Steve Rogers, Joanne Stumpf, Lynn Turnbull, Paul 
Tuttle, Gwen Jacobsen, Ruth Pepple 


