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2008 ANNUAL MEETING  

RIVERSIDE PARK 

IT’S A POTLUCK PICNIC AND  

YOU’RE INVITED!! 

Come join us in Riverside Park at the 

tables near the parking lot off   

East Park Street on  

Thursday, September 11 at 5:30 PM.  

Help us celebrate this year’s Sister 

City accomplishments, elect new 

board members, welcome guests, and 

discuss new projects and the spring 

delegation. Members are 

asked to bring Russian 

or American food to 

share. Drinks, plates, 

napkins and cups will  

be supplied.  

 

PLEASE COME! 

Note from the President:  

 

This year has been somewhat quiet as far as Sister City 

activities go . We researched sending Mammogram ma-

chines to Rubtsovsk. Three Rivers Hospital offered to do-

nate these machines to Rubtsovsk medical facilities and 

Sister City would then raise the money to ship them. After 

many communications and much effort, Rubtsovsk sadly 

concluded that the city does not have any appropriate 

place to use them. So it was not meant to be. Thanks to all 

who worked on this, especially Dr. Tom Turek.  

Unfortunately, we have not had a delegation this year. 

However, I am planning a spring delegation to Rubtsovsk . 

There are about five medical professionals who have ex-

pressed interest in going and there may also be one or two 

others who want to go. I am hoping to introduce this group 

at the annual meeting.  

There is also the possibility of an Open World Delegation 

in 2009. Nancy Hitchcock, who successfully chaired these 

programs in past years, volunteered to help with the appli-

cation process. When we have more information, we will 

let you know. We may need help with hosting. 

This Fall, two board members’ terms will expire. Gwen 

Jacobsen and Ruth Pepple have contributed immensely to 

Sister City. They taught me so much about this organiza-

tion and are always willing to help in any way. I will miss 

having them on the Board, but I know they will keep in 

touch. If any of you are interested in one of these positions 

on our Board, please let me know.   

I want to thank Mary Slater for her service as Treasurer. I 

appreciate all her work keeping our records correct . She is 

greatly appreciated . Our new treasurer is Barbara Paul-

son who graciously agreed to fill this role. We also have a 

new position on the Board. Rachel Goff has agreed to be in 

charge of Membership .  

I look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting  and 

Potluck September 11. Please come! Bye for now. 

                                                              -Kitty Waud 

YOUR CHANCE TO BUY RUSSIAN ART AND  

SOUVENIRS AND HELP SISTER CITY 

We are planning a sale of Russian art and souvenirs 

sometime before Christmas. These items will be donated 

by Sister City members. If you are interested, please 

keep checking our website for the latest information and 

photos of available items. Items might include plates, 

paintings, scarves, dolls, photos, etc. If you have some-

thing to donate, call Judy at 479-9613 
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SISTER CITY BEAR ReFURbished 

One a beautiful June day, the Grants Pass-Rubtsovsk 

Sister City Bear was welcomed to its new location by 

members of the Sister City Committee, Chamber of 

Commerce, and the community. 

The famous bear mascot was transferred from its tem-

porary housing at the Bear Hotel in Grants Pass, where 

it had been lovingly repainted by artist Janet Higgins,  

to its new Welcome Center location. Previous winters 

had taken their toll on this beautiful bear.  The Sister 

City Bear was enthusiastically welcomed by a varied 

community of interested people.  The Chamber of 

Commerce Ambassadors, shown above in dark vests, 

are the official greeters for many events in the city.  

They have welcomed our Sister City visitors in the past 

and were delighted to be asked to welcome the bear.  

Also attending were current and past Sister City board 

members, Chamber of Commerce staff,  and many  

others who have supported the efforts of Sister City 

friendship exchanges and projects in the past. 

Right: Mark Kellenbeck helps Vera Quimby aboard 

the bear. Vera was the original purchaser of the Sister 

City Bear, (her generous BEAR funds went to the 

Rogue Community College Foundation.) You can find 

out much more about the history of the Bear, and Vera, 

on our website. You can also pick up a free Bear  

coloring page at the Welcome Center. 

www.grantspass-sistercity.com 



Open World 2009 

   We have just received information about the 

Open World program for next year.  

   Open World provides grants for emerging 

Russian leaders to travel to the U.S. to study topics 

such as Accountable Governance, Civic Rule of 

Law, Health Care, Education, Economic 

Development, etc. 

   We have been fortunate to be able to host two 

Open World delegations from Rubtsovsk.  In 2006, 

we hosted four leaders in community social 

services, and in 2007, we hosted four medical care 

providers. 

   The Russians live with local host families and 

have a full schedule of meetings with their 

professional counterparts in Grants Pass and the 

surrounding towns.  Open World provides 

transportation expenses, orientation and visa 

support, and a bi-lingual facilitator.  We provide 

the host families, a schedule of meetings, and all 

the fun activities we can squeeze into a one-week 

stay. 

   Applications for the 2009 program are due by 

September 15, and we are in the process of 

applying.  We all hope we will be chosen again to 

host another group of wonderful young people 

from our sister city.  –Nancy Hitchcock 
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If you would like to join SISTER CITY, please visit our website or mail the application above. 

Board  meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month at the Hillcrest Fire Station, 

corner of Washington and Hillcrest in Grants Pass, at 5:30 PM. For more info, please call  

Kitty Waud: 592-4278 or Rita Turek: 846-0507 

On our website you will find articles and pictures of past events and delegations, great recipes, 

information about Rubtsovsk, organization timelines, anecdotes re: personal exchanges, and so 

much more. Take a look! http://www.grantspass-sistercity.com  

(generously hosted by VSISP Technologies in Grants Pass; we thank you!) 

    Please join our Sister City organization! Cut and 
mail to Grants Pass Sister City, PO Box 411,  

Grants Pass, OR 97528 
email:  info@grantspass-sistercity.com 

 
Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip _________________________________ 
 

Phone: ______________ Email: ___________________ 

 

Attn: Membership Chairman Rachel Goff 

 Annual Dues (Jan-Dec)   

 Individual  $30 

 Family  $40 

 Senior (over 55)  $15 

 Student (full-time)  $ 5 

 Business  $50 

 Sponsor  $100 

__ Telephone Calls 

 
___ Grants Pass 
Exchanges 
 
___ Financial Contributions 
 
___ Winterfest 
 
___ Linking into service 
groups 
 
___ Artifacts for Display 
 
___ Hosting Russian 
guests 
 
Other  
 

Rachel Goff presented an idea for a quilt to be given to our Russian Sister City, with personal 

messages written on the back. Perhaps messages could be written at Winterfest, and the quilt 

could be taken with the group going in May. Gwen Jacobsen suggested it be the size of a large 

wall hanging to make it suitable for hanging in the Rubtsovsk museum (in the Grants Pass 

room). Colors and traditional American patterns were discussed. Rachel and Gwen will meet to 

determine details to present in September. We hope this will interest some new potential  

members. If you are interested, please contact Rachel or Gwen.  

mailto:info@grantspass-sistercity.com?subject=application


Sister City Annual Meeting  

Thursday, September 11, 2008  

at 5:30. See Inside for Details 

You’re Invited! 

Grants Pass Sister City Committee 
P.O. Box 411 
Grants Pass, OR 97528 
 
Return service requested 

About the Grants Pass-Rubtsovsk Sister City Connection 

OUR MISSION: To foster goodwill and understanding between the cities of Rubtsovsk, Russia, and Grants 

Pass, Oregon, and to provide a conduit for citizen exchange. 

 

The Grants Pass Sister City Committee is a non-profit membership organization affiliated with Sister Cities In-

ternational. This Committee was formed in 1990, after white-water rafters from the two cities met at an interna-

tional competition during the late years of the Cold War. Candace Bartow and Lev Korshunov, then respectively 

the mayors of Grants Pass and Rubtsovsk, signed the agreement in 1990, "to develop friendship between people 

of the Soviet Union and the United States and to stimulate economic and cultural cooperation." 

 

Since then, the Sister City committees in Rubtsovsk and in Grants Pass have facilitated visits of over 220 citizens  

between our cities. Pen and email pals correspond, books have been donated to each other's libraries, special sew-

ing machines for the blind were obtained, medical supplies were donated and delivered, and videotapes and gifts 

have also been exchanged.  

 

Our Sister City is Rubtsovsk, Russia, located in south central Siberia, three times zones east of Moscow, near the  

point where the borders of Mongolia, China, Kazakhstan and Russia meet. It has a population of about 170,000  

people. Founded in the 1880s, it was built on the Siberian steppe (plains), where rich black soil produces wheat,  

sunflowers (for cooking oil), and grazing for dairy cattle. Not far from the rugged Altai Mountains to the south 

where rich mineral ores are found, it became a manufacturing center in the mid-20th century.  

Please Join our Grants Pass Sister City organization! 

WWW.GRANTSP ASS -SISTERCITY.COM  

    2008 SISTER CITY BOARD MEMBERS 

Bill Bray, Carol Bray, Rachel Goff, Gwen Jacobsen, Judy Gosnell, 
Lana Lowe, Lianna Lowe, Barbara Paulson, Brian Pike, Ruth 
Pepple, Carl Rhodes, Mary Slayter, Tom Turek, Kitty Waud,  
President  
Advisory Board: Pam Abrogast, Ron Brown, Lee Calvert, Nancy 
Hitchcock, DeVerne Jacobsen, Clay Johnson, Mark Kellenbeck, 
Rachel Parker, Cindy Patterson, Barbara Paulsen, Vera Quimby, 
Marina Rhodes, Carolyn Rice, Steve Rogers, Joanne Stumpf, 
Lynn Turnbull, Paul Tuttle 


